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and Racketeering Section of the Justice De-
partment in 1967. His commitment to rep-
resenting the public interest was com-
plemented by his solid legal skills, and during
the 1970’s Ruff rapidly became one of the
most highly-regarded and influential attorneys
in Washington. As the Special Prosecutor for
the Watergate Special Prosecution Force, he
effectively tried and convicted those members
of President Nixon’s administration who broke
our nation’s laws and violated the public trust.

In recognition of his numerous achieve-
ments, President Jimmy Carter appointed
Charles Ruff to a senior position in the Depart-
ment of Justice and later appointed him to the
position of United States Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Columbia. In this latter post, Ruff su-
pervised cases against two Members of Con-
gress in the Abscam bribery case, as well as
the government’s prosecution of John W.
Hinckley, Jr., the attempted assassin of Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan.

Charles Ruff turned to the private practice of
law in 1982 and achieved extraordinary pro-
fessional success as a partner with the Wash-
ington, D.C., law firm of Covington & Burling.
Entering the private sector, however, not
erode his desire to utilize his talents for the
public good. In 1995 Ruff left private legal
practice to accept a position at a far more
modest annual salary, as Corporation Counsel
for the District of Columbia. His two years in
this post earned him the admiration of his
peers, as well as the notice of another attor-
ney, who happened to reside at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.

In early 1997, Charles Ruff accepted Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s invitation to serve as White
House Counsel. His duties during the past two
and a half years have proven as diverse as
they have been complex, ranging form policing
White House ethics to providing the President
with sound advice on critical constitutional
issues. Mr. Ruff has handled these respon-
sibilities with unequaled skill, impressing col-
leagues and White House observes with this
attention to duty and his unshakeable integrity.

Earlier this year, Ruff led the President’s
successful defense against impeachment
charges in the United States Senate. An is-
land of cool-headed statesmanship in the
midst of political charges and countercharges,
Ruff received plaudits from allies and oppo-
nents alike for his well reasoned and respect-
ful arguments. As the Washington Post (June
10, 1999) noted after the trail: ‘‘Ruff was wide-
ly respected by both Democrats and Repub-
licans in Congress as a lawyer who doggedly
defended his client but didn’t engage in per-
sonal attacks or media ploys.’’

When he appointed Charles Ruff to the po-
sition of White House Counsel, President Clin-
ton explained his choice in very precise terms.
‘‘The job of Counsel to the President requires
an individual with a rare combination of intel-
ligence, judgement, knowledge, experience,
stature and legal skill. That is a perfect de-
scription of Charles Ruff.’’

Mr. Speaker, I could not agree more. I invite
my colleagues to join me in commending
Charles Ruff for his outstanding contributions
to our nation and to the American people.
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Wilder-
ness Act. The Wilderness Act plays a critical
role in establishing common sense values and
land use ethic for the management and pro-
tection of America’s most scenic and eco-
logically diverse lands. Wilderness, as defined
by the Act, is an area ‘‘where man himself is
a visitor who does not remain,’’ where the land
‘‘appears to have been affected primarily by
the forces of nature, with the imprint of man’s
work substantially unnoticeable.’’ After 7 years
of hearings and debate, and 66 rewrites,
President Johnson signed the Wilderness Act
and formally codified the mantle piece of
United States environmental legislation into
law.

The Wilderness Act established 9.1 million
acres of wilderness in our National Forests,
and in its 35 year legacy, Congress added an
additional 95 million acres to the Wilderness
Preservation System. Although I am here to
celebrate and commend Congress for its role
in protecting our nation’s land, the Wilderness
Preservation System is far from complete and
the land is far from being fully protected.

Threats to the preservation of our wilder-
ness system exist in many forms, but they all
have the same effect on our wild lands—the
degradation and ultimate downward spiral of
entire ecosystems. These threats exist in our
national forests where valuable tracts of land
are sought as much for their beauty as for
their timber, in our lands to the West where
the water that breaths life into diverse eco-
systems is being diverted away for agricultural
purposes, in our deserts where the chirp of a
cricket is drowned out from the scream of jet
engines overhead, or where mining threatens
to degrade critically important lands adjacent
to Congressionally mandated wilderness pre-
serves. These are all very real and very dan-
gerous threats facing our wilderness system—
threats that Congress has the power to stop.

Unfortunately, Congress does not have the
will to put an end to these threats. In fact,
since the 104th Congress, only 20,000 acres
of land at Opal Creek, Oregon have been
added to the Wilderness Preservation System.
To put this in perspective, the Reagan Admin-
istration alone added 15 million acres to the
wilderness system. In the face of growing pub-
lic sentiment and outcry for more greenspace
and wildlands, Congress must push forward
an agenda that all of America can support—
protection and expansion of America’s Wilder-
ness Preservation System.

The American public no longer sees land as
an opportunity for expansion and exploitation.
All too often now, people seek nature as a re-
lease and haven from the rigors and stress of
everyday life. We are about to embark on a
historic journey to a new millennium and a
new way of thinking. It is time that Congress
breath new life into Wilderness Preservation
System and expand on its already diverse
portfolio. America is defined as much by its
melting pot of people and cultures as it is by
its diverse landscapes, many of which are
unique to this nation alone. It is time for Con-
gress to push forward a wilderness agenda

and teach our children a land use ethic that
will protect the land and its creatures for gen-
erations to come.
f
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor Amy Isaacs on her 30th anniversary
with Americans for Democratic Action—the na-
tion’s oldest independent liberal organization
that has worked tirelessly to improve American
society. Her contribution to ADA has been
enormous!

She began her career as an intern in 1969
and moved through the ranks as Director of
Organization, Executive Assistant to the Direc-
tor, Deputy National Director—and she has
served as the National Director for the past
ten years.

Her fellow staff members at ADA, unani-
mously agree on Army’s most admirable qual-
ity: humility. In spite of all she has done and
all she has accomplished, she would never
admit to her critical role in setting and pur-
suing the ideals and agenda of ADA. She is
a dedicated servant to these ideals and, thus,
to ADA. She has seen the organization
through both good times and bad, and she
has never thought of giving up the fight.

Amy and her fellow ADA members are dedi-
cated to a better world with rising standards of
living for all, to basic human rights at home
and abroad, to the end of all forms of discrimi-
nation, and to a more equitable distribution of
our resources.

These values are just as relevant today as
when ADA was founded over 50 years ago.
And such policy goals as the increase in the
minimum wage, preservation of Medicare, uni-
versal and quality health care, comprehensive
campaign finance reform, a safe and healthy
environment, full access to a quality education
owe much to Amy Isaacs and her fellow mem-
bers of ADA.

Amy’s commitment equals that of ADA’s
founders: Eleanor Roosevelt, John Kenneth
Galbraith, Walter Reuther, David Dubinsky, Ar-
thur Schlesinger, Jr., Reinhold Niebuhr, and
Hubert Humphrey. Because I had the oppor-
tunity to work for Senator Humphrey as a
Congressional Fellow in the 1970s, I learned
from him, first-hand, about the importance of
the role of ADA and the importance of the
work of its members and of Amy Isaacs.

In addition to her work at ADA, Amy has
worked at Planned Parenthood Federation of
America and in political campaigns. She has
spent time abroad, as a student at the Univer-
sity of Cologne in Germany, as a delegate to
the Young Leaders Conference for the Amer-
ican Council on Germany, and as a member
of a bi-partisan observer delegation to the Lib-
eral International Party Congress in Stock-
holm, Sweden.

A graduate of American University in Wash-
ington, D.C., Amy also earned an M.A. certifi-
cate in International Administration from the
School for International Training in
Brattlesboro, Vermont.

I am pleased to take this opportunity to rec-
ognize and sincerely thank Amy Isaacs on the
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